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becember 17, 196l1, I inspected the P-10 ant P-13 HMines with Mx. Ray Brady
and Mr. Marc delson of the South Central Region. We wers accompanied by
#r. Mark viitt of Anaconda. The purpose of the inspection was to determine
the status of the underground mining operations.

¥ining operations in the P-1¢ Mine have been completed. The 200 Haulage

Drift was extanded into the southernmost P-15 area of the Mine, but there was
not sufficient ore to coatinue mining into April 1982 as originally planned.
Upon retreating from the P-15 area, mining was completed with the extraction
of the 202 Stope directly above the 200 Lanlage Drift. At the time of this
insvection, crews were salvaging underground equipment such a® locomotives,

ore cars, pipe and power cables. Hine personnel stated that ths salvage opera-
tions wore Leing confucted on an irregular schedule but removal of all eguip-
ment including pumps should be corpleted in January 1982.

The F-13 Kine is actually an extension of the P-10 Mine, and Anaconda origimally
planned to plLysically connect the P-13 wnderground workings to the P-10 decline.
Subsequent cconomic conditions reduced the recoverable ore resexrves in the

P-13 Mine, ani the connection was not nccessary. Access to the F~13 ore is
Provided Ly two adits in the highwall of tiie Scuth Paguate Pit, and ore develop-
ment was continuing at the tire of this inspection. Acgording to mire pexsonnel,
the extent of the P-13 mining will be significantly less than originally planned.

The W-45 Nine is a =zwmall adit groject in the highwall of the North Jackpile Fit
under Gavilan Mesa. PFour adits were collared to access the ore zones, but only

three will now be develored. The ilJ-45 operations were not inspocted, but mine

rersonnel stated that ore development amd esxtraction were continuing. However,

as with the P-13 Mine, the extant of the J-45 mining will be significantly less
than originally scheduled.

Anaconda has acvised the Geological Survey and other involved parties that all
operations at the Jackpile-Paguate Mine will cease permanently March 31, 1982;

however, written confirmation of the cessation, as required by 25 CFR 177.9(d){1),
has not been submitted. Statements and observations made during this inspection
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indicate that abandonment of the P-10, P-13 and NJ-45 Mines prior to or
shortly after the required submittal could prohibit access to the underx-
ground workings due to removal of essential ventilation and pmping equip-
ment. This would be contrary to 30 CFR 23)1.4) and craeatses two majoxr concerns.
Fixst, the final abandonment of the mine entries (degline, ventilation shatfts,
and adits) is subject to completion of the Jackpile-Paguate EIS and approval of
a reclamation plan for the entire Jackpile-Paguate Mina.  The mine entries
should not be remdered inaccessible until adequate abandonment procedures have
beaen determined. Bacond, 30 CFR 231.3 and 231.3]1 require that the Geological
Burvey assure maximum rescurce recovery in the mining operxations. Since the
underground mining is csasing earlier than planned, there could be sozw
questions about maximm recovery, and these questions should be answered before
the mine workings are inaccessible. Assuring maximum resource recovery will
require Anaconda's sulmittal of varicus ore reserve and mining data.

In behalf of the above concerns and undexr the provisions of 30 CPR 231.41,
Anaconda will be advised that all existing access to the P10, P-13 and NJ-45
Mines (including ventilation, ground support and pusping equipment) must be
zaintained until final abandonment of the mine workings is approved in writing
by the Geological Survey. Furthemmore, under the provisions of 25 CFR 171.24,
Ansconda will be advised that all mining equipment used fox the P-10, P-13 and
BJ-45 Minss sbould not be removed from the leased premises without prior written
approval from the Geological Survey. Anaconda will also be requested to submit
the ore reserve and mining data needed to answer questions about meximg regource

recovery.
(ORIG. SGD.) DALE C. JONES
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